
HISTORY FAIR Note-Taking Template 
When you’re ready to do research, take notes following this template: HPS (see the blue box below). 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

HEADLINE [in a few words, write down a main idea of your research]                [outline category*] 

PARAPHRASE: [indented: summarize in your own words what you’ve learned about this question and what you think about it. 
Putting it in your own words is the most important part; you’re talking to yourself.]  

 
SOURCES/SOURCE MATERIAL [indented: relevant quotes, sources supporting the paraphrase above] 
 

 
 

*Outlining: 
We suggest four basic categories for 
organizing research: 
 

I. Background Context (Historical 
period and place, major relevant 
issues, biographies of main 
characters in the story being 
told, opposition to the 
“upstander,” motives of all 
involved, and so on) 

II. What Happened? (What did 
your person, organization, or 
movement do, and how did they 
do it?) 

III. Short-Term Impact (What were 
the effects of their  efforts? Who 
was affected, and how?) 

IV. Long-Term Legacy/Significance 
(How did this 
person/organization affect 
others from a historical 
standpoint?)  

EXAMPLES 
 
The Jungle made more impact re. food regulations than labor conditions [O:III]  (HEADLINE)  
 

Sinclair complained bitterly later about public response. He said he had unintentionally “hit 
it in the stomach” while he had been aiming “at the public’s heart” through his depictions 
of abject labor conditions for immigrants in Chicago factories. (PARAPHRASE) 

 
 Source: John Milton Cooper, 1990, 86: “I aimed at the public’s heart, and 

by accident I hit it in the stomach.” (SOURCE 1) 
 Source: Rebecca Edwards, 2011, 96: “Novelists produced an array of broad 

critiques of industrialization.” (SOURCE 2)        
 

Sinclair’s novel was part of a larger critique of the social effects of capitalism [O:IV] 
         

Sinclair and other investigative journalists, magazine columnists, and novelists depicted the 
plight of those at the bottom of the social hierarchy, and showed how they were being used 
and used up by the institutions of unrestrained industrial capitalism.  

 
 Source: Rebecca Edwards, 2011, 96: “The goals of capitalism seemed at 

odds with human decency and the collective good [in the eyes of many 
writers].”  

 
 

 


