
THESIS STATEMENT (What am I trying to prove?  Be sure to write your answer as a complete sentence, not a question or a phrase.) 

 

THESIS CHECKLIST 

 Does it TAKE A STAND?       Is it ARGUABLE?  Is there something you’re trying to PROVE? 

 Can it be backed up by EVIDENCE?      Is it written as a 1-2 sentence STATEMENT, not a topic or question?   

 Does it express ONE MAIN IDEA?      Is it NARROW and specific? 

 Does it tell the viewer why the topic is HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT?  Does it answer the “SO WHAT?” question or show CHANGE OVER TIME? 

 Does it connect with the NHD THEME? (optional)    Is it HISTORICAL? 

ORGANIZE YOUR ARGUMENT 

CLAIM #1: CONTEXT 

(BACKGROUND) 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND/CONTEXT 

What were things like BEFORE these events that help 
understand why these things happened? What other 
things were going on DURING the time period that 
help us understand these events? 

What EVIDENCE will I use to support this 
part of my argument? Facts, statistics, details, 
quotes, images, visuals, graphs, etc. 

Section Subtitle 

RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES IN 
HISTORY 
Sometimes students create a special section related to 
the annual theme, sometimes they thread the theme 
throughout their project. Whichever direction you 
choose, this section gives you space to think through 
how you will connect your argument to the theme. 

What EVIDENCE will I use to support this 
part of my argument? Facts, statistics, details, 
quotes, images, visuals, graphs, etc. 

Section Subtitle 

 

CLAIM #2:  
THEME 



WHAT HAPPENED? 
How did people try to create change? How did others 
respond? What events took place? 

What EVIDENCE will I use to support this 
part of my argument? Facts, statistics, details, 
quotes, images, visuals, graphs, etc. 

Section Subtitle 

CLAIM #3:  
WHAT HAPPENED? 

WHAT ARE THE SHORT-TERM 
IMPACTS? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT ARE THE LONG-TERM EFFECTS? 

What EVIDENCE will I use to support this 
part of my argument? Facts, statistics, details, 
quotes, images, visuals, graphs, etc. 

Section Subtitle 

CLAIMS #4 & 5:  
WHY DO WE CARE? 

How many claims do you need to make your case? (3-5 claims are usually appropriate) 
Do you have enough evidence for each point to make a persuasive claim?   

Are you using a mix of different kinds of evidence throughout the project? 
Do your claims make an effective case for your thesis?  Do they lead to your conclusion? 

Does your conclusion connect back to your thesis? 

CONCLUSION 

What is the HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE? What can we learn about larger issues in history from these events? 


